
The Rust Belt was long considered America’s export leader, 
but states like Texas and Louisiana are leaders thanks to 
petrochemicals.											              BY JEFFREY WINTERS

Who Makes U.S. Exports?

The heart of the U.S. manufacturing industry has long been the northern region 
known as the Rust Belt. Recent data from the U.S. Census Bureau that tracks the 
export of manufactured goods suggests the center of gravity—much like the 

population—has shifted south. Three of the top seven states in exporting manufactured 
commodities (as the Census Bureau calls it) are Texas, Louisiana, and Florida, in large 
part due to the high international demand for petrochemicals, petroleum products, 
and computer and electronics products. All told, states bordering the Great Lakes 
exported $161 billion worth of manufactured goods in the first half of 2022, while 
southern states exported $261 billion.
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  Texas  $121 billion
  California $58 billion
  Illinois  $30 billion
  Louisiana $25 billion
  Michigan $25 billion
  New York $23 billion
  Florida  $23, billion
  Ohio  $22 billion

EXPORTS OF MANUFACTURED  
COMMODITIES, JAN-JUNE 2022

Data from U.S. Census Bureau

MANUFACTURING EXPORTS BY SELECTED  
NAICS-BASED PRODUCT CODE

Chemicals $133 billion

Transportation Equipment $106 billion

Petroleum And Coal Products $71 billion

Machinery, Except Electrical $67 billion

Computers and Electronic Products $75 billion

Food And Kindred Products $41 billion

Primary Metal Products $32 billion

Miscellaneous Manufactured  
Commodities $24 billion

Electrical Equipment, Appliances  
and Components $23 billion

Fabricated Metal Products $22 billion

Other $60 billion


